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Welcome to a new format for the ISACS e-bulletin. Today's message is the first launch of this new capability, after extensive in-house development. Do let us know if you experience any formatting problems, and our tech team will make adjustments (info@isacs.org). Highlighting newsworthy events and linking you to new content on our web page is the primary purpose of this medium. Coming soon: statistics about ISACS schools; a report on the recent Academy for Division Heads; a letter from John Braman on conference costs and planning; a report about criteria for Visiting Teams. Your suggestions for formatting and content are most welcome. We are especially interested in hearing news about changes in school leadership, so that we can properly welcome new heads! 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS IN THE PIPELINE

All schools have now received brochures for the brand new workshop on "Mentoring to Recruit, Retain and Sustain" on May 2-3 here in Chicago. Costs for the two-day program are $300. Click here for details and registration form.

"Leaders and Learners" begins the ISACS Teachers College on June 22 in conjunction with the University of Chicago. The program features state-of-the-art EQ testing and a faculty team led by Dr. Gordon Donaldson, the noted author and ISACS keynoter at the Annual Conference. Tuition for the 4-day conference is $850, plus hotel accommodations at a drastically reduced rate. Brochures will be mailed next week, but click here to download it now! 

SCHOOL ACCREDITATION NEWS

By popular demand, ISACS is offering a special spring workshop on April 11 for schools embarking on the constituent survey. Our survey is truly invaluable, and this workshop will explain why and how to implement it. Click here to view the workshop flyer; registration details will be available online by March 14. 

The National Commission on Accreditation (formed last year in consort with NAIS) met again last week in New York. ISACS delegate Joe Becker of Roycemore School, chair of our Evaluation Review Committee, continues his service as a respected advisor for establishing standards for regional accrediting agencies. Among many weighty issues under discussion is a proposal for required longitudinal tracking of our graduates. This would measure the impact of school programs and help defend the value of independent schools. This is far from settled, but for an interesting perspective on this very hot topic, see this piece from the Chronicle for Higher Education (login is junkanoo; password is 2jbram50). Sign on to the Chronicle for Higher Education.

The ERC met on January 15 in San Antonio and action was taken on over forty ISACS schools. A survey revealed that each ERC committee member devoted between 9 and 40 hours to prepare for the recent meeting, with an average of 21 hours. And what a remarkable effort is made by our schools, as well. At the January meeting, 11 Visiting Team Reports were accepted, 4 Reaction Reports, 6 Progress Reports, and 2 Interim Reports. This year, 35 total Progress Reports are expected, as well as 31 Reaction Reports. We thank our schools for their hard work and dedication on behalf of school improvement. 

For more information on the role of the Evaluation Review Committee, click here. And find out the identities of these dedicated ERC members by clicking here.

ISACS PRESIDENT ON THE ROAD

President John Braman continues his outreach to schools for in-service trainings with faculty, workshops with boards of trustees, school accreditation visits, and consultations with school heads -- from Arkansas to Wisconsin. A Valentine's Day program at the Orchard School, a PS-8 school in Indianapolis, celebrated the advanced work of that school's diversity effort. The entire faculty and staff were provided with new skills for conducting "difficult conversations that can be the foundation of the moral and just community." Not all schools have the same definition of diversity in the ISACS world, but for Orchard's clear example, click here.

Last week, John was honored to introduce Maya Lin, famous for the Viet Nam War Memorial, at the NAIS conference. Little known fact: Lin is a graduate of a K-6 lab school at Ohio University in Athens. For a summary of Lin's brilliant speech, click here. 

John will be traveling to St. Louis, Cincinnati, Minneapolis, and Detroit in March and April, visiting a dozen schools. Contact John about workshops and visits! 

STUDENTS IN THE NEWS

One measure of the amazing variety of our ISACS schools is the multitude of avenues for student involvement in current affairs. Students from the Francis W. Parker School in Chicago, for instance, joined hundreds of other students in a protest of the impending war with Iraq this week. NPR carried an interview with a Parker student. School head Dan Frank noted the confluence between school mission about "active participation in democracy" and student action.

Not all schools seek to incorporate current events into the curriculum. For a sample of the variety of nationwide approaches, see today's "Schools Seek Balance as Students Join War Debate" in the NYT (login is canyon52; password is canyon). Sign in and view article.

For some great curricular interventions, see "Teaching with the News: Crisis with Iraq", an Internet outline of policy choices on Iraq that has framed debates in some 4,000 American schools in recent weeks. 

RESOURCES FOR SCHOOL SECURITY

In response to the national anxiety about school safety in current days, we are committed to offering tools and resources on the web page. Click here for our latest information.


